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Government  of  the  Province  of  Saskatchewan 

MFAKTMINT  OP  AOMIOULTUIW 


The  Care,  Feeding  and  Management 

THE  DAIRY.  HERD 


mtemive  metliod.,  H  will  «ooa  hmnm.  ™I.^rS  '*™™  *»  '^opt  more 
EaUMiahing  the  Dairy  Herd. 

butter  made  on  the  farm,  the  AySSe  t  IwTqk^T  "  "'"P**  '  * 
satkrfactory  returns.    For  the  p«SS  W^^  Shorthorn  would  give 

It  u  advuable.  when  unable  eithertoretidl  mflvit  ^^;  .*.^.  ■«»"»* 

to  the  orewnery.  to  utili4  S^  A3^^S.*^k'*^"S''''°^ 
produce  calve,  that  wSSjTiLSw       ?  Shorthorn.    Theae  breeds 
weU  with  a^pSfbS  SJlST     "•  ""^  '^**"*  rteen.  and  will  cro-i 

deored  ultunately  to^rt  intHL  hLT^         ^^,  *'*^°-    "  '*  » 
one  or  two  extra^  A'S:  K  ^^^2^X1^^^^^^ 

The  Dairy  Bull. 

•»«»«•    "'•dd'Hon.MtMrtiMiiiaiMorooiin.b.ii.idtotli.lwJJIiiniS 


No  aninwl  itrUdni^  wtak,  or  of  faulty  oonformatkm  should  be  owd 
even  if  be  does  o<niie  from  heavy*  iMMug  stock.  Rugfed  coDstitution, 
pronounced  mascuUnity  and  comet  type  are  all  essential. 

Fttd  and  Can. 

No  set  rules  can  be  given,  but  the  bull  should  receive  considerable 
feed  <rf  a  bulky  character.  BtiUs  that  are  stabled  all  the  year  rou^  most 
receive  exercise  of  some  sort  if  they  are  to  remain  prqMient  and  pn^ 
able.  A  stron^y  foused  paddoek  is  the  beet  medium  for  tills  purpose'. 
Bulla  should  be  kept  in  good  breeding  condition,  but  not  too  fat  Diving 
the  winter  monhts  when  they  are  of  little  or  no  service,  the  amount  of 
roughage  and  succulent  food  should  be  increased  and  the  grain  ration 
diminished.  During  the  spring  and  summo-  the  amount  <d  grain  may  be 
«increased  and  the  roughage  supidemented  by  some  green  feed  idierever 
posdUe.  If  possible,  especially  with  straw  or  coarse  hay,  the  rou^iage 
should  be  cut  before  feeding.  Roughly  speaking,  about  three-quarters 
of  a  pound  of  grain  per  one  hundred  poimds  live  weight,  preferably  oat 
and  barley  chop  with  htan,  or  any  mixture  of  these,  with  mi  occasional 
handftil  of  flax,  ground  or  whcde,  will  fcnm  a  good  daily  grain  ration. 
Rou^iage  may  be  fed  in  the  iMtoprntion  of  about  two  and  a  half  pounds 
of  hay  per  hundred  pounds  <rf  live  wei^t  daUy.  Iliis,  of  course,  will  vaiy 
with  the  quality  of  the  feed  and  should  be  supidemented  with  roots, 
clover  or  fodder  cwn  where  these  feeds  are  available. 

Community  Dairying. 

It  is  greatly  to  be  desired  that  all  dairymen  in  a  community  agree  to 
keep  the  same  breed  ci  cattle,  and  not  only  the  same  Inreed  but  the  m^tim' 
type  oS  the  same  breed.  This  enaUes  the  farmers  to  j<mi  in  purchasing 
high  class  sires.  As  soon  as  a  considerable  numbw  ot  faimors  have  dairy 
cattle  for  sale  they  can  advertise  together  and  secure  a  much  better 
market.  In  thk  way  their  district  can  gain  a  reputatitm  tot  high  nli^w 
stock  of  one  particular  breed,  and,  as  then  will  be  several  bulls  in  use, 
inbreeding  is  eliminated  and  the  &st  cost  <tf  sires  reduced. 


IndieaUona  cf  Ability  to  Produce  MiUe. 

There  are  various  characteristics  of  type  and  oonformati<m  which 
usually  indicate  the  al»lity  of  the  individual  to  produce  ndlk.  The  type 
is  essentially  spare,  angular  and  roomy.  The  oraxformaticm  sb(nild  be 
wedge-shaped,  showing  three  diffwent  wedges;  downwards  frmn  the  top 
to  the  point  of  the  shoulder,  from  a  side  view  in  depth  from  the  front  to 
the  rear,  and  from  a  front  view  in  width  from  the  fnmt  to  the  rear.  In 
detul  the  conformation  diould  be  as  fdlows:  I&i^t,  pranainent  eyes, 
set  wide  apart.  Broad  forehead,  clean,  shwply  defined  face,  large  nostrils, 
wide  mucxle.  Thin,  fairly  long  neck,  narrow  topped,  wedge  shaped 
shoulder  with  lower  points  wide  apart.  Brisket  prominent  and  well  let 
down.  Chest  w«le  and  deep.  Fore  ribs-  laag  and  wdl  qmmg,  mdre 
particularly  at  lower  eoA.  Back  ribs  well  sprung  fnmi  back  bone  and 
long,  giving  maximum  food  o^Mcity.  Sinne  prominent  with  vertebre 
open.    Loin  wicte.    Axdcs  pnminoat  and  slightly  raised,  rump  broad 


nnmmiiirTi       1 1      ■        "  "*  'P**'**^  without  any  nMitiiien  or 

•«nactfc«wirtliSk^Sjj^^  '-^  »» 

«d  l«,ld«g  in  i-^TfloSw  tT,^^  *? 

«10«»««.    U<fclerinwhkhhfa3qSiiSI'Jit»!LT?^ii^ 
aturten      HmwA  <»  i.tl.    "**^  suwwrs  are  loww  aod  niller  than  fon 

bTuSbS^^??^*^*'^"*'^*''"^*^-    Care  should  aW 
QuaUty  fai  diSvlLtVi-T  k         "?^**  ^^  ■  '««M«»t,  spongy  feding. 

il<  Cahifig  Time. 

•nd  S'f^'S^d'S*^  •  -omewhat  lighter  ration  just  prior  to  c4lving 
^o^^£^^All'Z^,T'^i  One  ounce  of  Epsom  8aS 
to  calvfaw  is  ofvSn  JS^  ^?**  *^'^°  '"*"'  ♦''o  *o  *•»««  days  prior 

of  a  bran  m^oSe  J^  *T^i?^£;!"  to  calving  with  the  exception 

•fterthelh^sSS«l2^fJ^  dairymen  remove  it  immediately 
optional   thoSbth^5.i"u^"*'^*'»y»^    The  matter  is  largdj 

to  stand  for  mS  H«^  SiSl  ^""..^^v^ '*"***'**"*<*««*  *»«» 
not  be  nulked  d««f;ut ISYJ^S^k'^  *""*  *°  ""''  '«^«'  ^^Jd 
end  of  th^mr  iH  ^  '".**»,?"*  three  days.    Always  keep  the  hind 

JMof  the  cow  b«h  at  calvmg  tm».  slightly  higher  thi  the  Lt  ofT 

■  Feeding  the  Calves. 

^^i'lStTJt^JrJ^  '"^  •*/»»•«»  »-  *«"«ht  to  drink, 
the  ch«.gB  frorllSellk  tl  -^  °°fuT^  ^^'^^  **»«  "^^^  week 
abourjheSlSZjdt;^  «»lk  should  be  gradually  brought 
heit.  Tor^^STfrttt^itihr™'™"?.*"^** 
toaddsonftfl«^eUvb«;nn^-^  T*"^  ^  skimmmg,  it  is  weU 
and  graduaUyS^S^taTSS*  ""^i'.^hf  f*  "^"^^  ^  each  portion 

bran  aad^ST^tJlSon^J^SS  ^  *i*  *"  ^^^^^  *  ^^^ 
^y^^i^^.S^^J^f^'^:    Some cle«», sweet do^    ' 

^  caU  cold  or  r,^'^'^^^r^^T^,:%'J-Z^ 


In  feeding  tPiMrated  milk  skim  the  froth  oB  the  pdl  before  feeding.  If 
the  calf  starts  ■couring,  eeparate  from  the  rest  and  give  wheat  flour  or 
roasted  whole  oats  as  a  mild  curative  treatment. 

The  calf  stage  is  over  with  the  sixth  or  seventh  month.  Upon  the 
treatment  accorded  the  iwifer  from  that  age  till  the  dropping  of  the  ftrst 
calf  will  depend  very  largely  her  future  value  as  a  dairy  cow.  Good  feed- 
ing is  necessary.  It  is  absolute  folly  to  expeet  that  hdfer  calves  will 
develop  into  first  class  cows,  no  matter  how  well  they  are  bred,  if  they 
are  stunted  when  young.  It  is  perfectly  legitimate  to  get  a  good  ration 
at  as  low  a  cost  as  possible,  but  nothing  except  failure  can  come  from 
trying  to  save  money  in  the  dairy  business,  as  in  any  other  line  of  live  stock 
enterprise,  by  feeding  a  poor  or  insufficient  ration,  whether  to  old  or 
jroung  animals. 

Htiftn. 

TVom  every  herd  there  are  some  membws  to  be  removed  every  year 
and  a  point  should  be  made  that  each  fresh  unit  in  the  herd  should  be  of 
hii^er  merit  than  the  ufanal  displaced.  Heifers  should  be  bred  at  about 
twenty-one  months  old  so  that  the  first  calf  may  be  dropped  at  two  and 
a  half  years.  During  the  las^  nine  months  heton  calving  the  heifer 
should  be  given  every  consideration  likely  to  assist  her  in  bectrndng  a 
good  dairy  cow.  Directly  tdta  calving  a  warm  thin  slop  of  oatmeal, 
bran  or  shcnts  should  be  given  or  where  the  cow  is  weak  or  exhausted, 
warm  water  only.  For  a  few  days  the  ration  should  be  light  and  gradually 
increased  for  two  or  three  weeks  when  the  heifer  may  be  put  on  full  feed. 


Milking. 

The  cows  should  be  milked  regularly  at  the  same  hours  every  day, 
and  these  hours  should  be  separated  by  periods  of  as  nearly  equal  duration 
as  possible. 

Cleanlineu. — ^Before  commencing  to  milk,  the  sides  and  udder  of 
the  cow  should  be  wiped  with  a  clean  rag  moistened  with  fresh  water. 
This  removes  loose  hairs,  dust  and  bacteria.  The  first  few  streams  of 
milk  should  not  be  drawn  into  the  pail  as  they  contain  a  quantity  of 
harmful  bacteria.  The  utmost  cleanliness  should  be  exercised  by  the 
milker  in  the  care  of  the  animal,  of  the  pails  and  of  himself.  Milking 
successfully  is  largdy  a  matter  of  temperament  in  both  animal  and  milker 
and  it  must  be  admitted  that  some  persons  are  temperamentally  unfit 
to  be  in  charge  of  cows.  The  percentage  of  fat  increases  until  the  highest 
fat  content  is  reached  in  the  last  few  ounces  that  can  be  drawn  r.  coaxed 
from  the  udder.    Moral:  Apply  "cleanliness"  in  every  s^ise  of  the  word. 

Milk. 

Milk  standards  are  fixed  by  I^vinvial  Statute  in  Canada,  hence 
no  uniform  Canadian  standard  may  be  said  to  exist,  but  it  usually  requires 
that  there  be  no  more  than  8.75  per  cent,  water,  that  the  total  milk  solids 
shall  make  up  at  least  12.5  per  cent,  and  that  there  be  at  least  3  per  cent, 
fat. 

Feeding  f<U  into  tite  tniUe, — Many  eiqieriments  have  been  carried  on 
to  discover  whether  any  i^preciable  difference  arises  if  food  containing 


or  iit  fat  the  milk  k  not  MMitMi«hlv  mtimMMA^  Z^—TlT?'  '"•.P*  ««>*• 
tiM  ehimotcr  of  tho  foodT^^  ^  evwi  wide  variatioiis  in 

Suggtitd  Ration*  M  Dairy  Jaw,. 

5'^"^*'°^  ""^t  "*«*^  *<>  *^  P«>«n*  milk 

IT  «fK«r.— Um  Mime  luceultmt  feed  if  mt  all  twiliM.     iT^  iwwucea. 

P2^.  •t(^.  luy  from  <W^  JtfS.?iSirt2L.^J^ 
ITMMi,  oat  aiieayei,  mixed  oate  •nd  m*  hSJrSlJT^  T'  '"*L  P"**^ 
out  green,  fodder  oora^  oet  dSrIir?'  k  ^  ***•'  "**•*  "»<*  *»^'«y 

po-  bZ^l*"'"  '^*'  '^-^  -•-*'  »->^:  Sf^  m«U.  lUx. 
Six  LmnHaU  in  Dairy  Htrd  Managtmant. 

^.  ^•«»<»'**»^u»P«»fifbIecowBbyu«,oftheB.bcockte.t«dtl.e 
4' Sw^ls^*""  ¥"  *^^" '«««»«  beet  cow.. 

5.  Pjovide  comfortable  quvtere  for  mOch  ima.  ''*™™*""- 

6.  Alway,  work  quietly  in  tlie  didry  bamiKever  .bu«.  •  cow. 
^^^'^'^  in  d'^ng  m^an,  bigger  <i,,tue.  and  mar,  c^ 


B»«u:PHiitedh3rJ.W.B«..Cte^i;i;i^^S;ii: 


